Passing by the door of Mrs. Edwards, who died of drams, he saw the motto which the undertakers had placed to her escutcheon, Mors janua vitae, he said ' it ought to have been Mors agua vitae.'
The burlettas are begun; I think, not decisively liked or condemned yet: their success is certainly not rapid, though Pertici is excessively admired. Garrick says he is the best comedian he ever saw: but the women are execrable, not a pleasing note amongst them. Lord Middlesex has stood a trial with Monticelli for arrears of salary, in Westminster Hall, and even let his own handwriting be proved against him ! You may imagine he was cast. Hume Campbell, Lord Marehmont's brother, a favourite advocate, and whom the ministry have pensioned out of the opposition into silence, was his counsel, and protested, striking his breast, that he had never set his foot but once into an opera-house in his life. This affectation of British patriotism is excellently ridiculous in a man so known: I have often heard my father say, that of all the men he ever knew, Lord Marchmont and Hume Campbell were the most abandoned in their professions to him on their coming into the world : he was hindered from accepting their services by the present Duke of Argyll, of whose faction they were not. They then flung themselves into the opposition, where they both have made great figures, till the elder was shut out of Parliament by his father's death, and the younger, being very foolishly dismissed from being Solicitor to the Prince, in favour of Mr. Bathurst2, accepted a pension from the court, and
2 Hon.   Henry  Bathurst   (1714-     Commissioner   of the   Great Seal,
1794),   second   son   of   first   Earl     1770;   Lord   Chancellor,   1771-78;
Bathurst, whom  he  succeeded  ia     cr. (1771) Baron Apsley of Apsley;
1775; Solicitor to Prince of Wales,     Lord   President   of   the   Council,